
New Mexico July Report
Dr. W. E. Kaser, secretary of the New Mexico Board of

Health and Medical Examiners, reports the written examina¬
tion held at Santa Fé, July 12, 1915. The total number of
subjects examined in was 13; total number of questions
asked, 100; percentage required to pass, 75. Twelve candi¬
dates were licensed on credentials and 1 through reciprocity.
The following colleges were represented :

passed Year Total No.
College Grad. Licensed

University of Colorado.(1914) (1915) 2
Atlanta Medical College.(1914) 1
Northwestern University .(1913) 1
Kansas Medical College, Topeka.(1907) 1
Kentucky School of Medicine.-..(1893) 1
Louisville Medical College.,.(1901) 1
Washington University .(1913) 1
Miami Medical College.(1903) 1
Jefferson Medical College.(1904) 1
University of Pittsburgh.(1909) 1
McGill University .(1881) 1

licensed through reciprocity
Year ReciprocityCollege Grad. with

Memphis Hospital Medical College.(1904) Oklahoma

The Baby's First Two Years. By Richard M. Smith, M.D., Assis-
tant in Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School. Cloth. Price, 75 cents.
Pp. 156, with illustrations. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1915.

Although the author claims no originality for the material
in his book, it is unique in arrangement and expression of
thought. The book is divided into three parts, the first giving
rules for the care and feeding of infants, the second consist-
ing of general suggestions which, the author states, may be
modified to meet the requirements of the individual baby, and
the third containing recipes and charts. Included in the
second part is a calendar illustrating the typical day of a

healthy baby. Such a calendar is especially valuable in its
indication of the regularity and system which should mark
the care of the infant.
The author considers proprietary baby foods as of two

kinds, "those to be made with milk and those to be made
without milk." The former, he says, are expensive additions
to modified cow's milk and are not necessary. The latter do
not furnish a satisfactory food. On the whole, the use of
these preparations should be limited to the rare instances
when an infant cannot digest cow's milk, and they should
then be used only with the advice of the physician.
Though brief, the text of the book omits nothing which the

inquiring mother might wish to or should know. The book is
a practical one, and worthy of recommendation to the
intelligent.
Diseases of Infants and Children. By Henry Dwight Chapin,

A.M., M.D., Professor of Diseases of Children, New York Post-Graduate
Medical School and Hospital, and Godfrey Roger Pisek, M.D., Sc.D.,
Professor of Diseases of Children, New York Post-Graduate Medical
School and Hospital. Third Edition. Cloth. Price, $3.25 net. Pp.
578, with 179 illustrations. New York: William Wood & Co., 1915.

In this edition the authors have revised several portions
of their book. Among the new topics added are albumin
milk feeding, the Schick test and the luetin test. Matter of
minor importance, such as the rarer diseases and various
laboratory tests, is printed in small type; such material forms
about one tenth of the text. Much of it is laboratory diag-
nostic technic which appears more detailed in books devoted
wholly to this subject. The chapter given to therapeutics is
especially sane, and indicates that the authors have kept
abreast of recent progress in treatment. The illustrations,
especially the colored plates, are excellent, but the plate
showing a comparison of various types of indicanuria seems
somewhat far fetched, inasmuch as numerous skeptics are
inclined to question the interpretation of any indican test.
As a text for students or a guide to the practitioner, this
book may be advised for its brevity, directness and general
up-to-dateness.

Medicolegal

Damages Allowed for Injuries Causing Convulsions
(Sherwood vs. Crescent Creamery Co. (Minn.), 153 N. W. R. 525)
The Supreme Court of Minnesota says that the plaintiff, a

young woman stenographer earning $50 a month, was injured,
in April, 1914, by an automobile truck belonging to the
defendant. It was not claimed that the evidence did not
justify a finding that the defendant was negligent, or that
there was any negligence on the plaintiff's part. The prin¬
cipal contention on this appeal was that the damages awarded
by the jury, $6,750, were excessive. Before the accident, the
plaintiff was a strong, healthy girl. After the accident, she
had frequently recurring,, fainting spells, attacks that were
called by her expert "epileptoid," and by the experts for the
defendant, "hysterical convulsions." That they were genuine,
and not feigned, attacks, was not doubted by the defendant's
experts.
The plaintiff had not been able to go out alone, and

had to be watched the entire time. She was pale and
had lost weight. The causal connection between the accident
and her condition at the time of the trial was proved. In
short, the evidence justified a substantial verdict. But there
was no organic trouble, and the evidence as to the probable
duration of the plaintiff's condition was that she would
entirely recover.
The plaintiff's expert testified that the prognosis would

be fair, and the probabilities were that she would get
over the attacks. As to when, the witness said that this
would depend on her regaining her lost weight, and her gen¬
eral health, and that the end of this litigation would be an
important factor in her recovery. The defendant's experts
agreed on this.
The court was unable to find any evidence that would war¬

rant a finding that the plaintiff's injuries were permanent,
or that her condition, serious at it was, would last for any
length of time in the future. Under these circumstances, the
court thinks that $5,000 would be ample compensation, and
that the evidence would not sustain any verdict in excess of
that sum. Wherefore a consent within ten days to a reduc¬
tion of the verdict was required, under the penalty that other¬
wise a new trial would be granted.

Not Entitled to Recover for Cystitis
(Moses vs. St. Barnabas Hospital (Minn.), 153 N. W. R. 128)
The Supreme Court of Minnesota affirms an order denying

the plaintiff a new trial after this action, brought by her to
recover damages for injuries alleged to have been sustained
by her while a patient in the defendant hospital, was dis¬
missed at the close of her case. The court says that the only
question demanding attention was whether any evidence was
presented which would justify submitting to the jury the issue
of the competency, qualifications, or negligence of the nurses
who were assigned to the care of the plaintiff. This court's
examination brought to light no such evidence. The conten¬
tion of the plaintiff was that she contracted cystitis by the
negligent use by the nurse of an unclean catheter. While the
evidence showed that a catheter was employed in her treat¬
ment, by two of the nurses, there was no evidence whatever
that it was unclean or not in proper condition for use. No
witness gave any testimony tending directly or indirectly
to establish that fact. The opinion of the physician, called
by the plaintiff, that in his opinion the plaintiff's trouble was
occasioned by the use of a "dirty catheter," was not founded
on any evidence in the case, and was the naked conclusion
of the witness. Cystitis does not necessarily follow from the
use of a catheter; it may be contracted in other ways, and
no inference could be indulged in this case that its use was
the cause of the plantiff's infection, or that it was unclean
and not in proper condition for use. Wherefore the court
holds that the evidence failed to sustain the allegations of
incompetence or negligence, and that the action was properlydismissed. -
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